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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

February 11, 2015 

 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Peter Bujwid, Brian Burke, Louise Cocuzzo, Kathy Creedon, Doran Donovan, Anna-

Marie Ferraro, Carol Johnson, Tony Lockhart, Frank Lombardo (St. Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative Representative), 

Dolores Mullen, Frances Shawcross (St. Mary/St. Eulalia Collaborative Representative), Raina Trilokekar. 

 

Absent:  Eva Arnott, Maria Constantino, Joe Murphy, Bob Valeri 

 

Opening Prayer:  Kathy Creedon opened the meeting with the Student’s Prayer by St. Thomas Aquinas.  (Note:  Peter 

Bujwid will be responsible for the opening prayer for the month of March.) 

 

Minutes of Meeting:  The January 14, 2015 PPC Minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections were as 

follows:  1) Under Minutes of Meeting, line 2, the second that should be deleted; 2) Under Pastor Update, the third line 

from the bottom on page 1, the word radio should be changed to TV; 3) All references to the parish’s mission/retreat 

should be changed to renewal. 

 

Pastor Update 

 

Father Jim thanked the PPC for their feedback on brainstorming the particulars of the parish renewal with him last 

month.  Father was very pleased with the renewal flyer and thought it a better option than a letter.  At this PPC meeting 

Father requested feedback on how the parish might pay for the $3,000 stipend for the Lenten renewal.  The following 

suggestions were given:  1) Have a free-will collection after each session; 2) Have a free-will collection after the last 

session only.  It was decided that after every session there would be a free-will basket available for a donation.  Father 

indicated that there would be no travel expenses as the renewal team was traveling by car to St. Eulalia’s from Norfolk, 

CT.  And as they would be staying at the “white house,” there would be no hotel accommodation expense.  A phone-a-

thon will be conducted parish wide to remind people of the renewal.  The parish is hoping to provide babysitting for the 

children of young parents who wish to attend the morning renewal sessions.  An announcement should be made to 

solicit volunteers who are already CORI checked to do the babysitting. 

 

Plans for the 50
th

 Anniversary celebration were going well.  The parish pilgrimage will take place sometime between 

the end of April and the beginning of May.  In the middle of May there will be a concert by the St. Paul’s Boys’ Choir 

and in the fall there will be a speaker series.  The speaker series will have as its topics:  1) relationships then and now 

between bishops and the laity; 2) the laity then and now (Jim Carroll’s name was mentioned as a possible speaker.) 3) a 

speaker on religious women then and now and 4) theological thought then and now.  In addition, there will be a retreat 

along with a social justice project during the anniversary year.  There may be a Nostalgia Night devoted to those 

Wednesday night folk Masses that were so very popular.  A subcommittee is also working on the history of the parish.  

The teens in the parish will organize some event and there will be some activity for families.  The Cardinal will 

celebrate the parish’s anniversary Mass on October 16, 2016 and the anniversary party will be held at the Café 

Escadrille on Friday evening, October 21, 2016, from 7 p.m. until 11 p.m.  There will be an open bar for the first hour 

along with hors d’oeuvres.  The dinner will include a salad, entrée and dessert/anniversary cake.  Choice of entrees will 

consist of prime rib, shrimp or chicken.  As a special treat, there will be a chocolate fountain.  The cost will be $125 per 

person with the gratuity included.  If held on a Saturday evening, the cost would be much more.  There will also be an 

opportunity for dancing as a DJ will be employed.  The room at the Café Escadrille will accommodate approximately 

265 people.  There is no set number of attendees needed to obtain the room.  PPC members hoped the evening would 

not be too expensive for young people but thought it a good value.   

 

Committee Updates 

 

Communications.  There is a real need for a communications chairperson especially with the upcoming 50
th
 

anniversary celebration. 
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Evangelization.  Attendance at the Religious Education Lecture Series keeps improving.  There were approximately 40 

people at the third presentation.  The last in the lecture series will take place on Sunday, March 15.  A phone-a-thon 

will take place prior to the event to remind parents of the presentation. 

 

This committee is sponsoring a lending library that will commence sometime during Lent.  Parishioners will be 

encouraged to donate books on spirituality and the like.  A table will be placed in the back of the church so parishioners 

can easily browse.  Books taken need not be returned. 

 

Hospitality.  Coffee and Conversation is gaining momentum and has a consistent following of approximately 25 

parishioners.  It has been decided that this activity will continue.  There were over 50 people who attended the wine and 

cheese event.  The wines were provided by Wine Country at a discount.  Also, the Hospitality Committee will assist the 

religious education group with sponsoring a Spaghetti Supper.  The date of Friday, March 27, will need to be checked 

on as there can be no meat served on a Friday.  There was a free-will offering last year and approximately eight tables 

were used.  PPC members Maria Constantino and Brian Burke have volunteered to assist with the supper. 

 

Liturgy.  In the future all medical emergency calls—911—should be made from the church office as the medical team 

would arrive much faster if this protocol was followed.   

 

On St. Eulalia’s feast day there was a Spanish-themed brunch held after the 9 a.m. Mass.  Other news includes:  There 

are five young people enrolled in the new alter server class.  There needs to be another class for older students.  Father 

Tom’s Scholarship applications have been announced and made available for this year.  Ash Wednesday is 

February 18, 2015.  There will be a Holy Hour on Friday evenings from 7 p.m. until 8:30 p.m. during Lent. 

 

Finance.  OSR receipts for the past two months are $2,000 below the same period last year.   

 

Thus far for 2015, 638 OSR pledges have been received for $741,000, representing 81 fewer pledges and an increase of 

$140,000 in the amount pledged compared to last year at this time. 

 

The average pledge this year is $1,161, compared to $835 last year, but this comparison is somewhat skewed by one 

very large pledge.  There are 50 new online contributors this year. 

 

In 2015 the Catholic Appeal will be launched following completion of our parish renewal. 

 

PPC members wondered if there was any analysis completed on the new offertory initiative, such as how many new 

donors are now participating and what was the percent of increase due to the initiative. 

 

Once again the suggestion was made by PPC that the OSR offertory boxes be placed in the aisles and that signage be 

placed on the OSR boxes that clearly indicate that the boxes are for offertory donations.  The pastoral associate will 

speak to the business manager about doing this.  Also suggested was that there be a bulletin notice regarding OSR and 

what it is placed at the bottom of the bulletin and that it be a permanent notice. 

 

Elections.  This committee will be meeting in March. 

 

Greeters.  There have been no new parishioners who have volunteered for this ministry.  If you know of someone or a 

family, who might be a good fit for this ministry, please give their names to PPC’s vice chairperson and she will see 

that the chairperson of the Greeters Committee gets their names.  Greeters will be needed for the parish renewal.   

 

Ushers are also very much needed.  Currently, there is no one in charge of this ministry.  It was suggested that PPC 

members look around before Mass and see if they could identify any parishioners who might have the skills for this 

ministry.  One of the duties of the usher is to take the loose money in the OSR boxes and put it in a sealed envelope and 

secure it for counting.  Ushers, too, will be needed for the parish renewal. 
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Collaboration.  The collaboration representatives wanted to thank St. Eulalia’s for putting a notice in their bulletin to 

explain and update parishioners on the collaboration.   

 

Long term collaboration initiatives are on hold until an administrator is named for St. Mary’s.  Father Messina, the 

current pastor, is retiring and will have vacated the rectory by June 1.  On the last Sunday in April, Father Messina will 

celebrate his 50
th

 anniversary as a priest.  There is a joint Lenten study program, Cup of Our Life, which will take place.  

And on Palm Sunday there will be a joint concert—Faure Requiem—performed by a 13 piece orchestra to be held at 

St. Eulalia’s.  This site was chosen because of its parking facilities.  The cost of this event is $1,500 for each parish.   

 

Other Items 

 

Recognizing Parishioner Milestones in Ministry.  There was agreement that parishioners should be recognized for 

outstanding ministry.  The best venue for this would be at the Mass they attend each week.   

 

PPC Comments 
 

 There was a request made that the Mass schedules for surrounding parishes be printed in our bulletin. 

 Perhaps the nun on the parish renewal team could be part of the 50
th
 anniversary speaker series and give the 

presentation on women religious today. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


