
St. Eulalia Pastoral Council (PPC) Minutes –May 22, 2013 

 

Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

May 22, 2013 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Michael Angotti, Matt Calvey, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, 

Kathryn Davis, Jan Dolan, Mary Fiorentino, Claire Keane, Paul Kenrick, Peter Pongratz, Raina 

Trilokekar, Phil Waterman 

 

Absent:  Marge McGlone, Jean Nolan, Moira Ounjian 

 

Scripture Reading:  The meeting opened with a prayer.  The vice-chairperson, Peter Pongratz, provided 

a prayer/devotion reference guide that came from the USBCC website.  Michael Angotti read a scripture 

passage; a brief meditation and discussion followed. 

 

Matt Calvey volunteered to do the scripture reading for the June 12, 2013 meeting. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The April 10, 2013 minutes were accepted as written. 

 

PPC Meeting Dates 

The following are dates related to upcoming PPC meetings: 

June 5, 2013 PPC Executive Committee meeting at 7:30 p.m.  Any new topics for discussion 

should be sent to any member of the Executive Committee 

June 12, 2013  PPC meeting at 7 p.m. in the McGann Conference Room 

 

Commission Reports 

Finance Council.  No report at this time. 

 

Liturgy.  First Communion, the crowning of the Blessed Mother and Pentecost have all occurred and 

were well received.   

 

The feast of Pentecost was especially beautiful.  The readings in different languages were very well 

received as were the witness talks.  It was noted that it was helpful to have the languages announced.  The 

banners helped to make the feast very special.   

 

On June 1 and 2, the annual Parish Artists’ Exhibition will be held in Manion Hall. 

 

The feast of Corpus Christi to be celebrated on June 2 will give opportunity to the parish to have two 

processions, one following the 11:15 Mass to be held in the church and the other immediately following 

the 5 p.m. Mass.  The later procession will commence at the church and proceed into the reservation land 

behind Locke Farm.  The Blessed Sacrament will be carried and the congregation will process reciting the 

rosary and singing hymns.  At the clearing in the woods surrounded by tall pines, Benediction will take 

place. 

 

On June 9 at the 11:15 a.m. Mass, those married couples celebrating a special anniversary will have the 

opportunity to renew their vows.  A reception will follow in the prayer garden.  Also on June 9 but at the 

5 p.m. Mass, Father Tom will be present to celebrate Mass and acknowledge this year’s recipients of The 

Father Thomas F. Nestor Scholarship. 

 



St. Eulalia Pastoral Council (PPC) Minutes –May 22, 2013 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

Evangelization Committee.  Since the last PPC meeting the Evangelization Committee has met twice.  

The committee agreed to the following: 

 The Evangelization Corner will continue to appear in the bulletin through Corpus Christi then 

stop until September.  In September it will appear on the first Sunday of each month as well as all 

Sundays in the Advent and Easter season. 

 The petitions for evangelization will appear on the third Sunday of each month as well as 

Sundays in Advent and Easter. 

 The Penecost witness talks were finalized. 

 It was recommended that Winchester Town Day on June 1, 2013 would also be another 

opportunity to quietly promote evangelization.  This would be in collaboration with St. Mary’s. 

 

At the May 20, 2013 meeting, the committee began entertaining ideas for future evangelization 

endeavors.  The committee discussed two recommendations:  planning a witness talk series outside of the 

Mass venue and working with the religious education staff on outreach to parents of primary school age 

children.  No decision was reached on either recommendation except that the committee would present 

the proposal regarding outreach to parents of young children to the religious education staff.   

 

A suggestion was offered after the Evangelization Committee report that the witness talks be posted on 

the parish website.  Paul Kendrick, chairperson of the Evangelization Committee, who presented the 

report stated that posting the witness talks in either written or voiced format had been discussed but there 

was reluctance on the part of some to do so.  Any one of the witness speakers was free to post their talk if 

they wished.  If the committee had anticipated this in advance, the outcome of posting the witness talks 

might have been different.  Also suggested was that in the future there be themes assigned to the witness 

talks. 

 

Parish Life Enhancement Committee.  The committee will identify more coffee and conversation dates.  

The question was raised as to whether St. Mary’s had a social committee that we might collaborate with 

and the answer was that they do not have such a committee per se.   

 

Communications Committee.  There were no new issues identified or addressed. 

 

Short-Term Sub Committee Reports 

Collaboration Committee.  The last meeting of the joint parishes took place on April 30.  The committee 

proposal that each parish have representation on the other’s Parish Council needs to be discussed.  At our 

last PPC meeting there was a motion made that Frank Lombardo be appointed as our representative to St. 

Mary’s PPC.  The question was raised as to whether the representative had to be a current PPC member 

and the answer was that they did not.  As Frank was a previous PPC member, the motion was 

unanimously passed and he will serve as our representative to St. Mary’s PPC.  Moira Ounjian and Paul 

Kendrick who also serve on the Collaboration Committee will remain on PPC as their terms have not 

expired. 

 

There will be a joint Winchester Catholic Collaborative booth at Winchester Town Day to be held on 

June 1, 2013.  Members of St. Mary’s parish have made a banner for the booth. 

 

Other initiatives include the collaboration of the reading groups and youth ministry groups.  Voice of the 

Faithful (VOTF) is also looking to collaborate.   

 

The next joint committee meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, June 4, 2013, at St. Mary’s. 
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Election Committee.  The Election Committee wishes to thank everyone who helped with elections.  The 

process went very smoothly this year with a significant increase in participation over other years (400 

plus ballots).  Having the pictures on the ballot was thought to be the reason participation was greater than 

in other years.  The following recommendations were made:  1) the pictures of all PPC members be 

posted on the website, 2) a separate voting box be used next time rather than the OSR box, 3) that the 

preparation for next year’s elections begin in September/October in order to avoid conflicts,  4) that a list 

be maintained of the number of votes received by each candidate so that if in the event someone had to 

resign from PPC, we would know who was next in line.  The following are some of the comments made 

by PPC members regarding elections: 

 The length of time between nominations and final balloting seemed to work well and was thought 

to increase voter participation. 

 School vacation occurred during the PPC nomination weekend and might have affected a number 

of younger people who might have been nominated but were away. 

 The final balloting should not have occurred on Pentecost Sunday—too much going on at one time. 

 The hope was expressed that more young people will get involved in PPC.   

 The youngest of the nominees was not elected. 

 The demographics are a reflection of the parish. 

 

Margie McGlone, the PPC assistant vice chairperson and Election Committee chairperson, has been in 

communication with the newly elected PPC members.  Margie and Peter Pongratz will make 

arrangements for the newly elected members to receive all the materials, including the May minutes, for 

the June meeting so that they will be able to fully participate in the meeting. 

 

Special Guest 

Claire Keane, a member of the Voice of the Faithful (VOTF), accepted an invitation to talk to PPC about 

the group.  It was founded in 2002 after the abuse scandal became public.  The original group met at St. 

John’s in Wellesley.  As there was a large number of parishioners from St. Eulalia’s, it was decided that a 

chapter be started here.  Sr. Marie Doyle, Louise Aleo and Bob Morris were instrumental in forming the 

St. Eulalia chapter.  In the beginning people needed to talk and vent; they wanted to know how they could 

help.  So there was developed a speakers program and suggested reading materials so that members could 

educate themselves as to what they might do to be of help.  Survivors were welcomed as speakers along 

with those who could educate members on theology and cannon law.  Currently the St. Eulalia chapter is 

looking for new ways to get younger people involved.  Jared Blake, the St. Eulalia Parish Youth Minister 

and Sal Caraviello, the Youth Minister from St. Mary’s, both participated in the one of the VOTF 

meetings.  They both arranged to have some members from their respective parishes Youth Groups 

participate in the meeting as well.  Meetings are open to all and currently range from 10 to 25 

participants.  When there is a popular guest speaker such as Thomas Groome, a theologian from Boston 

College, attendance can swell to 100 plus people.  VOTF agendas are published in the bulletin and 

additional local information can be found at VOTFWinchester.org or for additional information on the 

national level at VOTF.org. 

 

Constitution Review.  This subcommittee consists of Moira Ounjian, Mary Fiorentino, and Kathryn 

Davis.  Since the terminology used in the archdiocesan PPC guidelines refers to the pastor as the 

chairperson of a parish’s PPC and his executive board members as vice-chairperson and assistant vice-

chairperson, St. Eulalia’s constitution should reflect the same terminology.  PPC’s vice chairperson, Peter 

Pongratz, asked that Michael Angotti lead the discussion on the constitution review.  What follows are the 

discussion points and resolutions: 

 Article 1, Section 3—“and lives within or without its boundaries” should be removed. 
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 Article 2, Section 2a—“develop and implement a pastoral plan” should remain.  This plan should 

be written and outline the PPCs vision for the parish.  It should be the responsibility of the PPC 

vice-chairperson and assistant chairperson to organize a Parish-wide team to develop this pastoral 

plan.  It was noted that writing a vision statement at this time might be challenging because the 

archdiocesan collaborative initiative is still evolving. 

 Article 3—Leave out “through PPC elections. 

 Article 4, Section 1C—No more than two people would be appointed by the pastor. 

 Article 4, Section 2—PPC agreed to define a committee as a group formed for the short term 

while a commission would be a long-standing group.  Section 2, Item 2 should be debated at a 

later date. 

 Article 5—There needs to be two ballots taken for election of PPC officers as a member might be 

willing to serve as assistant vice-chairperson and not as vice-chairperson. 

 Article 6—Will remain as is 

 Article7, Section 2B—Majority shall be defined as more than half. 

 Article 8—Next year there will be a determination made as to whether existing committees 

should be commissions.  If a new commission is created, then there should be written guidelines 

developed for that commission.  It was noted that The Father Thomas F. Nestor Scholarship 

Committee should have been instituted as a commission. 

 Article 8, Section 6—New language—“Active commissions shall establish a means to report to 

the PPC on a regular basis.”—should be adopted. 

 Article 9—Changes as noted in annotated copy 

 Article 10—Changes as noted in annotated copy 

 Article 11—The language is fine as is. 

 Article 12, Section 4—The review of the constitution should be changed to “at least every three 

years.” 

 

A motion was made and accepted to approve the amended constitution. 

 

Other Topics 

A recommendation was made that membership discuss how we can promote more young people to attend 

Catholic schools and colleges.  This discussion topic was slated for our June meeting. 

 

Reminder Dates 

June 1, 2013 Winchester Catholic Collaborative to have booth at Winchester Town 

Day 

June 2, 2013 Indoor procession after the 11:15 Mass and outdoor procession after the 

5 p.m. with Benediction on the reservation land behind Locke Farm to 

celebrate the feast of Corpus Christi 

June 9, 2013 The renewal of marriage vows after the 11:15 a.m. Mass with a reception 

to follow in the prayer garden. 

June 9, 2013 Father Tom to celebrate the 5 p.m. Mass to acknowledge this year’s 

recipients of The Father Thomas F. Nestor Scholarship 

June 15, 2013 Acknowledgement of outgoing PPC members to take place at the 4 p.m. 

Mass with a pot luck supper to follow at the parish house 

2012 – 2013 An on-line re-boardcast of the training program, Year of Fatih, can be 

viewed at www.BostonCatholicLive.com 

Spring 2013 Planning the Parish Directory 

 

 

http://www.bostoncatholiclive.com/
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Parishioners’ Comments and Concerns 

 A parishioner found the PPC nominee pictures on the ballot very helpful. 

 An inquiry was made as to why there were not more young altar servers. 

 The witness talks were very well received. 

 One parishioner was very pleased that the readings on Pentecost were in a foreign language and 

that language was announced prior to the reading. 

 Some were wondering if there would be new Eucharistic Ministers commissioned.  (Invitations 

for new Eucharistic Ministers will go out soon.  If anyone is interested, they should see Louise 

Cocuzzo.  There is a seminar for new and existing Eucharistic Ministers planned for September.) 

 Many people commented on the splendor of the Pentecost celebration this year. 

 

Father Jim’s Comments 

 

Father Jim informed the membership that there were 15 applications received for the position of Business 

Manager.  Three of the 15 applicants will be interviewed on May 30, 2013. 

 

The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


