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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

October 12, 2016 
 

Present:  Father Jim Savage, Louise Cocuzzo, Kathy Creedon, Mary Deyst, John DiAngelis, Doran Donovan, 

Mark Earnest, Anna-Marie Ferraro, Adele Hamblett, Carol Johnson, Clare Keane, Tony Lockhart, Claire 

McKenna, Joe Murphy, Joan Sweeney, Charlie Vendice 

 

Absent:  Karen Marnik (APC Representative)  

 

Opening Prayer:  Adele Hamblett opened the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Minutes of Meeting: 

 

The September 14, 2016 PPC minutes were accepted as corrected.  The corrections are as follows:  (1) On page 1 

under Pastor Update bullet 6, the word “has” should be changed to “have”; (2) On page 1 under Pastor Update 

bullet 7, “tenured” should read “tendered.” 

 

Pastor Update 

 

Father Jim is hopeful that there will be a good turnout for the 50
th
 Anniversary Mass that the Cardinal will 

celebrate on Sunday.  It will be an uplifting experience for all.  There have already been approximately 100 

reservations made for reserved seating for those parishioners who were at the parish’s opening Mass.  Father 

reports that the cross bearer for the Mass was an alter server at the time of the opening of the parish and that those 

taking part in the Offertory procession are the first, fourth and fifth persons baptized in the parish.  The choir for 

the event will include all choirs—adult, contemporary and children’s choir.  There will be many former priests in 

attendance as well.  Among those will be:  Bishop Uglietto, Msgr. McGann, Father Nestor, Father Deshaies, 

Father McGowan, Father Nelson, Father Bertelli and others.  Immediately following the Mass will be a collation 

in Manion Hall.  Reporting on the Gala, Father informs PPC that there are now 230 people attending.  Two 

additional tables had to be added.  Father is appreciative that so many will have time together.  A reminder was 

given that Jim Carroll will be speaking on Monday evening, October 17, on the laity then and now. 

 

Father reports that the tabernacle will be refinished in silver leaf and will be in place on October 16 when the 

Cardinal will bless the new chapel space.  There still needs to be additional lighting installed for the space and 

will be completed shortly after the anniversary Mass. 

 

Other news includes that the new director of Faith Formation, Michael Cunningham, seems to like his new role.  

He will be taking at least six students to a youth event at the cathedral.  Jared Blake has resigned as youth 

minister.  He will continue to take our young people to Catholic Heart Work Camp.  We are allowed 35 spaces 

and they have already been filled.  Father intends to evaluate our needs in terms of the Youth Ministry Program 

and hopes to get parents involved in the program and to hear their voices as to what they would want in a new 

youth minister.  There should be an announcement by the archdiocese by early November as to the next group of 

collaboratives to be formed.  This will help us determine what to do about a new youth minister.  Our new 

director of faith formation would like to explore a spiritual component for our youth outside of religious 

education—perhaps a prayer group, spiritual fellowship.  Father was asked how many are currently participating 

in our youth program and the answer was that the number varies.  It is hoped that our youth will participate in 

other spiritual camps. 
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Sub Committee Reports 

 

Archdiocesan Parish Council (APC).  There are no new updates from our APC representative as there has not 

been a meeting since the May 16 meeting.  The next APC meeting is scheduled for October 18.   

 

Evangelization Committee.  This committee has decided to wait until January to meet due to all the activities 

surrounding the 50
th
 anniversary celebration and the upcoming holidays.  They will continue to communicate via 

e-mail. 

 

There will be a Lenten program using materials developed by Bishop Barron entitled The Pivotal Players.  Each 

film is based on the life of a saint.  The program will be set up in much the same way as the parish’s upper-grade 

religious education program.  There will be a film presentation and then individual small group discussions.  

There will be a choice of times—on Mondays after the 9 a.m. Mass at St. Eulalia’s and on Tuesday evenings at St. 

Mary’s.  Plans are still tentative but it is thought there will be sign ups.  Lent begins March 1.  It is uncertain as to 

whether we will do a program for Advent.  Father Jim has already approved this program for Lent.  In 2018 the 

Lenten Program will be The Disciplines of the Catholic Church. 

 

Finance Council.  OSR pledges to date total $814,200, compared to $811,800 at the same point last year.  This 

year’s pledges are from 719 donors.  Online year-to-date donations total $50,390 from over 200 donors.  While 

we have 719 pledges, we have 800 contributors, as some online donors do not indicate a “pledge.” 

 

The fiscal year report (July to July) going out with the OSR mailing in November will indicate a positive bottom 

line of $117,931, but this is because of a bequest of $100,000 which is included in these figures.  We will be 

replenishing reserve funds using $75,000 of the $117,931. 

 

The pastor’s OSR talk will take place the weekend of November 12/13 and the lay talk will be the following 

weekend.  The mailing will be sent out to arrive the week following Father Jim’s talk. 

 

The 2016 Catholic Appeal result to date is $117,730 pledged, 124% of our goal, from 328 donors.  Our parish 

rebate based on pledges paid to date is $25,923. 

 

Hospitality Committee.  The Bannon’s recently hosted a Coffee and Conversation after the 11 a.m. Mass.  

Approximately 20 people attended.   

 

Liturgy and Social Justice.  The following events were noted: 

 The blessing of the animals recently took place.  It is always a popular event 

 On November 5 Bishop Uglietto will preside at Confirmation. 

 The Mass of the Deceased will take place on November 12.  This Mass is for those who have died during 

the year.  It is sponsored by the Bereavement Group. 

 As part of our 50
th
 anniversary celebration, there will be a Fashion Show on November 4.  Our youth will 

act as the models. 

 

Feedback 

 

Fall Festival.  This year’s Fall Festival was a huge success.  It was wonderfully organized and most liked having 

it in Manion Hall.  Some activities, however, will always need to be outside.  The most popular activities 

appeared to be:  face painting, animal balloons, the photo booth, and karaoke.  It is not known at this time whether 

the budget was over or under but all felt it was money well spent. 

 

Arlington Town Day.  Arlington Day went well according to the event chairperson.  He thanked all who helped 

especially Doran Doran, Carol Johnson, Charlie Vendice and Tony Lockhart.  As always, the lemonade was a 
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draw and ran out by 12 noon.  There were some questions regarding our Religious Education Program.  

Chairperson, Mark Earnest, thought that it would have been nice to have had some youth working the booth in 

order to reach out to youth attending the event.  There seemed to be more young people in attendance than ever 

before.  Also, there was a need for more adults to work in the booth so that others could be relieved.  Perhaps if 

our involvement in Town Day was more widely publicized in the parish, we would get more volunteers. 

 

Speaker Series.  This has been an excellent series thus far and well attended.  An attendee of Colleen Griffith’s 

presentation on women in the church now and then expressed a request to have her come back and do a series of 

women in the church.  Father Jim informed PPC that the speaker on theology now and then would come at a later 

date due to his accident.  The last speaker in the series, James Carroll, will be presenting on October 17. 

 

Other Business 

 

Cardinal’s Mass.  Mary Lou Burke is looking for volunteers to help set up for the collation for the Mass.  She 

will need ten people prior to and during and five volunteers after the collation to help clean up.  It is expected that 

the Cardinal will be in Manion Hall at least for a short time. 

 

Anniversary Gala.  The Gala is sold out and promises to be very enjoyable.  A suggestion was made that there be 

name tags available.  Father seconds this as there may be those coming that are not in the parish.  All those 

attending will have to check in.  They will then be given a meal-choice card.  Grace will be said and a toast given 

prior to dining.  There are currently 16 reserved tables and 4 unreserved.  Valet parking will be available. 

 

Miscellaneous Business 

 

Prayer Shawls.  When our pastoral care coordinator was on medical leave a number of prayer shawls and wheel 

chair blankets became available.  Some were given to nursing homes and they were very grateful to receive them.  

The group that knits these shawls and blankets are now looking to distribute these items differently.  Hospice 

could be given some as well as the religious and priests residing at Regina Cleri.  The residency at Regina Cleri 

numbers 56.  It is hoped to have enough shawls to give to the retired priests there at Christmas.  So, if anyone is 

able to knit or crochet, please let Claire McKenna know.  She assures PPC that they will still have enough for 

anyone else who should need one.  The lap blanket should measure 36” x 36.” 

 

Speaker Series Videos.  Since the Speaker Series was taped, these videos should be shown at a later time or put 

on our website. 

 

Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were received by PPC members at Mass and through the suggestion box 

provided: 

 The doors of the church are not closed after Mass. 

 Why was the mosaic done in blue?  Response:  To coordinate with the blue in the stain-glass windows. 

 

Closing Prayer   
 

Father Jim closed the meeting with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


