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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

September 11, 2013 

 

Present:  Father Jim Savage (PPC Chair), Eva Arnott, Brian Blake, Louise Cocuzzo, Maria Constantino, 

Kathryn Davis, Anna Marie Ferraro (Parish Finance Council (PFC) Representative) Carol Johnson, Paul 

Kenrick (PPC Assistant Vice-Chair), Frank Lombardo (St. Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative 

Representative), Dolores Mullin, Joe Murphy, Moira Ounjian, Peter Pongratz (PPC Vice-Chair), Frances 

Shawcross (St. Mary/St. Eulalia Collaborative Representative), Raina Trilokekar, and Bob Valeri. 

 

Absent:  All Present 

 

Scripture Reading:  The meeting opened with a scripture reading by Raina Trilokekar; a brief meditation 

followed. 

 

Approval of Minutes:  The minutes were accepted as amended.  Moira Ounjian’s name was to be 

removed from the list of those assisting with the parish’s fall festival on page 3 of the June minutes  

 

PPC Meeting Dates:  Members of the Executive Board—Peter Pongratz, Paul Kendrick, Kathryn Davis, 

and Raina Trilokekar—were reminded that the next meeting of the board would be on October 2, 2013 at 

7 p.m.  The vice chairperson requested that anyone interested in serving on the Executive Board let him 

know.  The next PPC meeting would take place on October 9, 2013 at 7 p.m. in the McGann Conference 

Room. 

 

Commission Reports 

 

Finance Council 

OSR pledges to date of $881,400 from 1,041 families are up by $57,600 and 25 pledges respectively over 

last year at this time.   

 

Ongoing problems with the air conditioning and heating systems will be analyzed by Accutemp.  They 

have been hired to make a full report which will be submitted to the project engineer who will then report 

the findings to the Archdiocese Facilities Management Department for resolution.  It was noted that two 

units were non-functional and would be replaced with one in reserve.  Also part of the problem was the 

tripped breakers which were not reset. 

 

Capital Campaign pledges total $1,962,680 from 652 donors.  Received monies total $1,692,470 (86%).  

The balance due is $270,210 with payments scheduled through 2015. 

 

Liturgy   

 There will be training for new and current Ministers of Holy Communion on Saturday, 

September 28, 2013 from 12 noon until 3 p.m. in the church. 

 The parish’s fall festival will take place on September 15, 2013.   

 The blessing of the catechists will take place on September 22, 2013. 

 The series Harvard Comes to St. Eulalia’s will commence on September 30, 2013. 

 Jesuit Seminarian Michael Rozier will be introduced to the parish at Masses on the weekend of 

September 21/22, 2013.   

 There will be a visiting missionary, Father Joseph, speaking at all the Masses on a given 

weekend. 
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 On October 6, 2013 the blessing of the animals in honor of St. Francis of Assisi will take place. 

 Father Daniel Horan, OFM will give our Lenten Mission on March 24, 25 and 26.  He comes 

highly recommended and will speak on The Last Words of Jesus:  Living Lent in the Modern 

World.  His website is Dating God which focuses on Franciscan spirituality in the 21
st
 century. 

 

Sub Committee Reports 

 

Evangelization Committee.   

 This committee met twice over the summer to discern the direction the committee should take in 

seeking to provide support for existing ministries.   

 Beginning this fall the committee will meet the first Thursday of each month.   

 Dates are being sought for Witness talks with a collation to follow.   

 This committee is eager to work with Jared Blake, the parish’s youth minister, and the students 

involved with Catholic Heart Work Camp.  One thought is to sponsor an evening for the parents 

of these students. 

 

St. Eulalia/St. Mary PPC Collaboration Committee. 

 This committee has met a number of times.  Members are enthusiastic about getting the members 

of each parish to get to know one another—to develop a sense of community and establish 

congeniality.   

 Committee members would like to see a Collaboration Corner in each of the parish’s bulletins to 

inform parishioners of what events are taking place in the collaborative.   

 Sometime in the future, the pastors from the collaborative will say Mass at the other’s parish. 

 Moira Ounjian will write an article for the newspaper on the parishes’ collaboration. 

 Fran Shawcross, the representative from St. Mary’s PPC, made the point that our collaborative 

was not a town collaborative and that we needed to be sensitive to those parishioners from 

Arlington. 

 Father Soper from the archdiocese would soon be meeting with the pastors and committee 

members of our collaborative.  Caution was urged in giving a timeline for forming the actual 

collaborative. 

 Thus far in the archdiocese 28 parishes have participated in Phase 1 of collaboration.  The 

parishes participating in Phase 2 have recently been announced with 20 collaboratives to be 

formed from 50 parishes. 

 

Parish Life Enhancement Committee.   

There were no summer events scheduled by this committee.  The committee will meet on Monday, 

September 16, 2013 and have a report for the PPC’s October meeting. 

 

Communications Committee.  The Communications Committee was established for the purpose of 

exploring issues brought to the PPC in more depth.  Last year there were no such topics brought to the 

table.   

 

St. Eulalia Fall Festival.  Margie McGlone is once again organizing this event which is to take place 

after the 11 a.m. Mass on Sunday, September 15, 2013.  There will be a clown to lead a procession from 

church to the festival grounds with the choir singing an uplifting song.  Some of the activities to take 

place are:  varied games, a jazz ensemble, a dunk tank, face painting, balloon structures, a “buggy” parade 

and foods from different parts of the world to name just a few of the events. 
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Dolores Mullen and Bob Valeri will be doing the shopping for the event.  Jared and some of the youth 

ministry kids will be doing the set-up.  Carol Johnson has identified 19 people to help with the booths.  

She asked that if anyone else is available to help to please let her know.  Brian Blake and his helpers will 

be responsible for setting up the stage.  The Star and Times will be sending a reporter and photographer.  

Christina Hurley and her daughter Kate have volunteered to take some pictures.  Jim Calvey will be the 

MC. 

 

New Business 

 

Arlington Town Day.  The Evangelization Committee will have a booth at Arlington’s Town Day on 

Saturday, September 21.  The purpose will be to let people know about the parish and the ministries 

available.  A collage of pictures of parish ministries and sacramental celebrations will be displayed.  

Three people are needed to work in the booth for each hour—9 a.m. until 3 p.m.   

 

Redefining the Communications Committee’s Purpose.  A decision needs to be made whether this 

committee should disband or change its mission.  After discussion, a motion was made and carried to 

redefine the committee.  Anyone interested in chairing this redefined committee was asked to inform the 

vice chairperson of PPC. 

 

This committee should enhance the parish’s visibility both in the parish and in the community.  Areas 

mentioned were:  website, newspaper articles, facebook (one for the Religious Education Program and 

one for the parish), bulletin notices, picture collages.  Father Jim suggested putting a permanent notice on 

the front page of our bulletin in regards to the social media sites available.  Peter Bujwid, our webmaster, 

was complimented on the good job he does in keeping the website updated and easily accessed. 

 

Other Topics 

 A copy of the PPC’s updated constitution was given out to members.  Article 11 Section 2A 

speaks to the development of a pastoral plan.  This plan should be developed by a cross-

representation of parishioners.  Before this plan can be developed, however, the parish must know 

where it is now before it can move forward.  It was thought a comprehensive list of parish 

activities was compiled with St. Mary’s previously and should be viewed.  Joe at St. Mary’s is 

currently developing a spreadsheet listing all ministries of the collaborative and would be asked 

to share it with PPC when it is completed.  It was suggested that the PPC’s profile be redefined.   

 A review of parish ministries was asked for by the vice chairperson.  He asked that a list be 

compiled of all the ministries in the parish. 

 Should the parish have a Social Justice Commission, an Evangelization Commission? 

 It was felt that the PPC should not be organizing the 50
th
 anniversary of the parish.  The goal 

would be to get as many parishioners involved as possible.  Personal invitations to participate 

would be the best way with announcements in the bulletin requesting volunteers.  PPC members 

should encourage participation.  A committee should be formed. 

 A ministry fair was suggested as a way to get more parishioners involved.  One was held last 

year.  PPC members have heard comments that the same group of people are always doing 

everything.  This gives the wrong impression. 

 Having a Nomination Committee for PPC elections went very well last year.  There should be 

another such committee appointed by January. 

 The parish and VOTF are co-sponsoring Harvard Comes to St. Eulalia’s.   

 Added information was given about our newly assigned Jesuit seminarian, Michael Rozier.  He 

will become a deacon in October and be ordained in June.  He has a background and Ph.D. in 



St. Eulalia Pastoral Council (PPC) Minutes –September 11, 2013 4 of 4 

 

public health.  He will be living in community in Brighton but will be here most weekends.  It 

was suggested that he introduce the parish to Jesuit Spirituality. 

 There should be a bulletin insert, as in the past, of PPC meeting dates along with a PPC 

membership listing and members’ telephone numbers and/or e-mail addresses.  This information 

should also be on the website. 

 

Reminder Dates 

 September 21, 2013 Arlington Town Day 

 September 28, 2013 Training for New and Current Ministers of Holy Communion 

 September 28, 2013 Blood Drive 

 October 6, 2013 Blessing of the Animals 

 March 24/25/26, 2014 Lenten Mission 

 

Parishioners’ Comments and Concerns 

 It was requested that the gathering space in the back of the church be equipped with speakers so 

that families with babies and small children could gather there if there be the need. 

o Response:  This would be very costly to do now.  Wireless is being considered. 

 The chime/bells do not always work to announce the start of daily Mass. 

o Response:  This is a know issue. 

 To only sing one verse of a hymn is thought to be disrespectful. 

 There was an inquiry to when the benefactor’s plaques from the renovation would be displayed. 

o Response:  That is currently being worked on and is of high priority. 

 A parishioner would like different age groups to answer the question:  “I go to Mass because. . . 

 There is an issue with someone not getting OSR envelopes. 

o Response:  The person should speak with the Parish Secretary. 

 There should be a notice placed in the bulletin stating that the 9 a.m. Mass is a children’s Mass. 

o Response:  There will be a notice placed in the bulletin.  It is only a children’s Mass when 

Religious Education is in session. 

 St. Mary’s has a designated space for wheelchairs.  Should we provide such a space? 

o Response:  When we get to do new flooring/carpeting, it would be a consideration. 

 What happened to using the bells to announce the beginning of Mass? 

 Communication by e-mail should be increased. 

 Ministers of Holy Communion should use hand sanitizer. 

o Response:  They do. 

 An objection was raised concerning the parish-sponsored trips to Foxwoods. 

 Ministers of Holy Communion should make the effort to smile more when distributing Holy 

Communion. 

 Notices to promote Catholic education should be placed in the bulletin. 

o Response: They currently are. 

 The pictures of PPC members should be posted. 

 

The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell 

PPC Secretary 


