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Church of Saint Eulalia 

Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) - Minutes of Meeting 

May 8, 2019 

 

Present: Father Jim Savage, Martha Bujwid, Jessica Callaghan, Louise Cocuzzo, Brian Collins, Mary 

DeCourcey, Mary Deyst, Doran Donovan, Claire McKenna, Mike Pescatore(Sr.), Joan Sweeney 

 

Absent:  Brian Burke, Michael Pescatore (Jr.) 

Opening Prayer.  Joan Sweeney led PPC members in praying the Hail Mary. 

 

Minutes of Meeting.  The April 10, 2019 minutes were accepted as submitted. 

 

Pastor Update. 

 

Father Jim and the administrator at St. Mary’s are currently engaged in the hiring of an individual who 

will serve both parishes as a Director of Religious Education for the upper grades and Youth Minister in 

a combined program.  The first ad is being rewritten and will be sent to The Pilot and other 

publications.  It will also be posted to various websites.  Thus far there have been three responses sent to 

St. Mary’s.  It is hoped that the second ad will result in more applicants.  Father would like to conduct 

interviews during the third week of May but that is unlikely to happen.  The interview committee will 

consist of three parishioners from St. Eulalia’s and St. Mary’s, Sue Foohey, a former Director of 

Religious Education, and Judy Beatrice who will head the committee.  The priests from each parish will 

be given the committee’s recommendation(s).  Father Jim will make the final decision if there is more 

than one candidate recommended. 

 

Father Paul Hurley, a retired military chaplain, has been appointed as the administrator to St. Mary’s 

beginning September 1.  Father Kiley will become the administrator here at St. Eulalia’s as of July 1 and 

remain in that position for one year.  St. Eulalia’s will need another administrator for July 1, 2020 

through May 31, 2021 as the St. Eulalia/St. Mary Collaborative will not commence until June 1, 2021.  

Father Jim will help at the parish as needed.  He will be on retreat beginning July 1 and will cover for 

Father Kiley’s vacation for two weeks in September.  At the start of the new year he will be in Rome to 

study for three months.   

 

Mary DeCourcey expressed her thanks to Father Jim for his efforts in hiring a youth minister for the 

parish. 

 

Committee Reports 

 

Finance.   

 

OSR—Pledges through April total $673,800, compared to $581,200 last year at the same time.  The 

current number of contributors is 598, compared to 630 last year.  Donations through April total 

$513,545 versus $526,901 last year in the same time period. 

 

Since the Finance Council did not meet in April and the May meeting is later this month, no financials 

have been reported. 
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Catholic Appeal—Pledges total $107,415, 90% of our $119,915 goal and 153% of our $70,113 

assessment from 243 donors.  Since we met 206% of our in-pew envelope goal, we will qualify for a 

rebate. 

 

Liturgy.   

 

The Holy week and Easter services were very beautiful and well received. 

 

The celebration on the occasion of Father Bertelli’s sixtieth anniversary of ordination to the priesthood 

was a very successful event with a lot of people in attendance. 

 

This year there will be a Pastor/Parish Appreciation Night as Father Jim relinquishes his position as 

pastor.  Father Jim did not want a reception for himself alone as he is not leaving the parish.  He wanted 

a combined celebration.  And because Father loves the big band sound and loves to dance, the staff is 

organizing a celebration at Anthony’s in Malden and providing a band.  (The acoustics in Manion Hall 

would not be conducive for a band.)  It is important that it be emphasized that the appreciation night this 

year is for all parishioners.  If there are enough people wanting to take a bus to Anthony’s, one will be 

provided.  There could be a coffee reception just before he leaves. 

 

September 18 is the date for the Parish Picnic.  Father Jim will be here for that event and also here to 

celebrate his fiftieth ordination to the priesthood in May 2020. 

 

Ascension Thursday will take place on May 30, 2019 and Father Tom Nestor will award his 

scholarship(s) at the 5 p.m. Mass on Sunday, May 26, 2019. 

 

Hospitality Committee.   

 

The Hospitality Committee oversaw Father Bertelli’s reception following his celebration of his Sixtieth 

Anniversary Mass to the priesthood.  There were approximately 110 people in attendance.  The flowers 

were beautiful and plentiful.  The quiche was the most popular of the food items. 

 

Communication Updates 

 

It was reported that there are 600 active families in the parish with 72% having e-mails on file.  Of the 

2000 families listed for the parish, 50% have e-mails and 10% of the remaining 50% do not have phone 

numbers and 5% have no addresses.  There are a sufficient number of e-mails to be able to send notices.  

The e-mail addresses are part of the parish database.  If e-mails that are sent bounce back, it will be a 

way to update our records. 

 

There have been some issues with the One Church initiative.  One is getting to the database and the 

other is that no e-mail confirmation was received by the person e-mailing.  These quirks need to be 

resolved before we do a parish mailing.  The company providing the software is responsible for fixing 

the issues and they are currently working on it. 
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PPC Elections 

 

This year’s PPC election will run the weekend of May 18/19.  Help with the ballots will be needed both 

before and after the Masses.  A suggestion for next year is to have the ballots placed in the pews rather 

than handing them out.  There have been three nominations in the general category with one having 

accepted; five nominees in the parent category with two having accepted and three in the youth category 

who still need to be contacted.  There may still be other nominations coming in.  Two parishioners will 

be elected from the general and parent categories while three may be elected from the youth category as 

some of them may not be able to finish their term due to college. 

 

Discussion/Implementation of New Ideas for Parish Life 

 

Faith in the Fast Lane 

 

A notice will be placed in the bulletin for next week. 

 

Kindness Campaign 

 

The two quilts in the back of the church were put together by Cheryl Pongratz.  The individual pieces 

were created by the students in Religious Education.  They did a terrific job.  Pictures of the quilts are in 

the church bulletin. 

 

The parish will collect socks for the homeless in August and donate them to Boston Health Care for the 

Homeless. 

 

On May 30, 2019 our PPC vice chairperson will participate in the This Is the Day TV program on 

Boston Catholic TV to talk about our year-long theme of kindness. 

 

Miscellaneous Items 

 

The following items were mentioned: 

• PPC should request updates from all chairpersons of parish activities at each PPC meeting. 

• The church calendar should be looked at to be sure we don’t have too many activities going on at 

the same time. 

• A list of all our outreach projects should be listed in our bulletin and on our website. 

• Winchester Town Day is June 1.  Help will be needed.  Charlie Vendice has helped in the past. 

• The parish outing to Tanglewood will take place on August 18, 2019. 

• The Pro-Life group will be selling roses on Mothers’ Day weekend May 9/10.  They are looking 

for helpers.  Claire and John McKenna have offered to assist at the 9 a.m. Mass. 

• Father Jim asked if PPC would like to hear a presentation on solar panel canopies to be placed in 

the parking lot.  Response:  There should be a joint meeting of PPC and the Finance Council to 

discuss this.  Mahoney’s, who plows for us, should also be included. 

• The No Greater Love program that ran during Lent was very enriching. 
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Comments and Concerns 

 

The following comments and concerns were voiced: 

• A parishioner reported having loved Cheryl Pongratz singing at the 9 a.m. Mass.  This 

person would occasionally like her to sing at the 9 a.m. and 11 a.m. Masses. 

• In trying to access the weekly bulletin on line, a parishioner found that some links work 

and others do not.  Response:  Brian Collins will look into that issue, 

• When will we be getting a youth minister? 

• Some comments in the Pro-Life section of the bulletin are harsh and could be offensive.  

Since Pro Choice individuals get to say what they want, Pro Life individuals should have 

a say.  In the Prayers of the Faithful we should pray for all life. 

• The person currently doing the marriage prep program is looking for someone else to take 

it over.  Response:  Father Jim will get back to this person.  Father thinks that this 

individual has built an incredible program and wishes to acknowledge what she has done.  

A new coordinator should come from the marriage prep class as they know how it works. 

• One parishioner would like to see in the space to either side of the foyer doors Calm Kids 

Art displayed or religious art, either that of children or adults. 

 

Closing Prayer.  The meeting closed with a prayer. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Ellen Connell, PPC Secretary 


